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Message on the Observance of Christmas, 1998
December 22, 1998

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Christmas.

Each year during this season of light and
hope, of sharing and giving, we celebrate the
birth of a Child. This Child came into the world
with only a stable’s roof to shelter Him; yet
He grew to teach a lesson of love that continues
to enrich our lives 2,000 years later.

That love is at the heart of Christmas. It
is the love we give our children, who make
our world radiant with joy and promise. It is
the love of family and friends that inspires every
gift and greeting we receive. It is the love that
moves us to reject the prejudices that divide

us. It is the love that calls us to ease the suf-
fering of those touched by poverty, illness, injus-
tice, or oppression. Above all, it is the love of
God for each of us, revealed in the timeless
gift of His Son.

Wherever Americans gather to celebrate the
birth of Jesus, let us give thanks for the precious
gift of love that graces our lives and lights our
way toward a better future.

Hillary joins me in sending our warmest wish-
es for a memorable Christmas and a new year
bright with the hope of joy and peace.

BILL CLINTON

Message on the Observance of Kwanzaa, 1998
December 22, 1998

Warm greetings to everyone observing
Kwanzaa.

In millions of homes across America and
around the world, the holiday of Kwanzaa is
both a solemn and a joyous occasion. It is a
time to honor God and to reaffirm a commit-
ment to the values of love, community, and re-
sponsibility. It is a celebration of the diverse
cultures within the African diaspora and a time
to give thanks for the blessings of family and
friendship. It is also an opportunity to reflect
on the lessons and legacy of the past so that
we might build a better future.

The seven principles of Kwanzaa—unity, self-
determination, collective work and responsibility,

cooperative economics, purpose, creativity, and
faith—echo many of the same ideals that in-
spired our country’s founders and shaped our
nation’s character. Crossing lines of religion, cul-
ture, and background, these common values
help us to forge stronger families and commu-
nities and compel us to achieve our highest
goals.

As families across our nation gather to cele-
brate this festive holiday, Hillary and I extend
warmest wishes for a joyous Kwanzaa and a
new year of peace and happiness.

BILL CLINTON

Christmas Greeting to the Nation
December 23, 1998

The President. On this joyous occasion, Hillary
and I would like to wish all of you a very Merry
Christmas. As we gather around our Christmas
trees and dinner tables, let’s take the time to
give thanks for the blessings of the year just

passed, to rejoice in our children, to enjoy the
company of family and friends.

As we approach the feast of light, I’d like
also to send a special greeting to all the brave
men and women in uniform who are serving
our country in lands far from home. You’re in
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